
DAY, SEPTEMBER 9 @ 
Dunn Bros Coffee, 5:15pm. I 
will lead that meeting with 
the hopes that a new leader 
will also be present. Thank 
you, 
 
 Donna 
 

The new state MBW website 
went live on Wednesday, 
August 13 if all goes well 
and you can watch it grow at 
http://
www.mnbusinesswomen.or
g/  
 
SEPTEMBER and OCTO-

BER are “BRING A FRIEND 
and LET’S GO SOME-

WHERE!” Please, talk to 
your friends and co-workers 
and bring them to one of the 
next two meetings. We need 
to build our membership and 
really make it work. We’ll be 
adding some new network-
ing opportunities for every-
one, so come prepared to 
talk about what you do and 
to share. Bring your busi-
ness card or cards from a 

fellow female entrepreneur. 
Let’s see how far we go! 

 

It’s a Whole New Direction 
   
As you all know, the month 
of August has delivered me 
to a very different and diffi-
cult place in my life. You all 
know, I think, the story of my 
father who gave me the ad-
vice to “Travel East, but not 
too far East and travel 
North, but not too far North.” 
Well, I am absolutely posi-
tive that I have traveled 
much too far East and much 
too far North, and the way 
back is not very clear at this 
time. 
 
I would respectfully ask that 
you allow me to step down 
as your Willmar MBW Presi-
dent and as your repre-
sentative on the State Board 
of Director’s. Just the basic 
everyday things I must do at 
this time are enough to ex-
haust and frustrate me. I am 
back at work, but still feeling 
very fragile. It doesn’t take 
much to send me into a con-
fused spin, where nothing 
makes sense and nothing 
gets done. I need time to 
find my footing again, and I 
pray that you will all under-
stand. 
 
This request then raises 
another request, and that is 
that the Willmar MBW needs 
leadership in one combined 
way or in two separate lead-
ership roles and I would ask 
that you each look at your-
selves to decide if this is a 
direction that you could em-

brace. Our group will need a 
President and a State Board 
of Directors representative. 
This can be one or two peo-
ple. 
 
I will stay on as the 
webpage manager for the 
State website, at least for 
now. 
 
Finally, both Terry and I 
would like to extend our 
deepest and most heartfelt 
thanks for all you’ve all done 
for us during this most diffi-
cult time. Here you all were 
again, stepping up to 
help me (and my hus-
band) shoulder difficul-
ty. We and our families 
were amazed and ex-
tremely appreciative of 
your visits, the flowers, 
your generosity, the 
dinner you provided, 
and for the supplies 
that you brought to the 
house. This is a sister-
hood of the very best 
kind that doesn’t just 
repeat the “Collect” at 
each meeting but lives it in 
every way. There are really 
no words that truly ade-
quately express how deeply 
grateful we are. 
 
I will do my best to help 
smooth this transition – I 
know that there is much to 
do as we go into fall 
 
A REMINDER THAT THE 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 
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WNN 

Breaking (WNN) New York, U.S., AMERICAS: As the latest 

in an accelerated aggressive Ebola virus outbreak all but 

shuts down public operations in Liberia, two medical re-

sponse team doctors, one from the UK and the other from 

Brazil, work with the United Nations World Health Organiza-

tion (WHO) in the neighboring region of Liberia to help slow 

down the disease. Weighing in on their personal experiences 

and insights in the effort to stop the Ebola haemorrhagic fe-

ver in Sierra Leone, which borders Liberia, Dr. Cathe-

rine Houlihan and Dr. Mauricio Ferri are committed to 

face the challenges of this illness ‘head-on’ regardless 

of possible personal dangers. With the latest count of 

1,603 cases and 887 new deaths from the illness in 

West Africa, fear of the spread of the virus outbreak has 

been growing exponentially. 
For more go to: http://womennewsnetwork.net/2014/08/05/

experts-weigh-in-on-ebola/  

vidual gratification or political ends. Eve-

ryday all over the world, women face gen-

der-specific persecution including genital 

mutilation, sexual slavery, forced prostitu-

tion, and domestic violence. At least one 

out of every three women worldwide has 

been beaten, coerced into sex, or other-

wise abused in her lifetime 

 For more information, go to: http://

www.amnestyusa.org/our-work/issues/

women-s-rights/violence-against-women  

Living free from violence is a human 

right, yet millions of women and girls 

suffer disproportionately from violence 

both in peace and in war, at the hands 

of the state, in the home and communi-

ty. Across the globe, women are beat-

en, raped, mutilated, and killed with 

impunity. 

Gender-based violence stems from the 

failure of governments and societies to 

recognize the human rights of women. It 

is rooted in a global culture of discrimi-

nation which denies women equal rights 

with men and which legitimizes the ap-

propriation of women's bodies for indi-

Foreign health workers & U.S. experts weigh in on Ebola » 
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Violence Against Women End the Cycle of Violence 

 
From Ms. Magazine Online: 

5/5/2014 
 
A federal judge struck down Wis-
consin's new voter identification 
law last week, ruling that the law 
violated the 14th Amendment to 
the US Constitution as well as 
Section 2 of the Voting Rights 

Act, which prohibits states 
from imposing a voting quali-
fication that "results in a de-
nial or abridgment of the 
right of any citizen of the 
United States to vote on 
account of race or color." In 
his ruling, District Judge Lynn 

Voter ID Law Struck Down in Wisconsin   

 
 

 

Remember that our meetings will kick-off at 5pm in 
September with big opportunities for networking.  
 
• Bring a business card for a chance to win.  
• Sign in on the board and grab a name tag.  
• Be prepared to have some fun.  
 
The program will start promptly at 5:30pm with the business 
meeting to follow. 



The MBW Executive board meet-
ing was held on August 12 at  
Dunns Bros 
 
Present: Donna Brau 
Jane Viske, Deb Paterson,  
Julie Asmus, Betty Gubrud 
 
BUSINESS ITEMS 
State website launce is August 
13, 2014.  Donna is the Web- 
Master for State.  Julie is in charge 
 of membership for state.   
 
West Central Industries has a ban 
ner and news article was published 
 in Tribune for 2013 MBW Busi 
ness of the year. 
 
Installation of officers to be held 
 during September meeting. Cathy 
 Johnson will help with program. 
Jane requested volunteers for Dan 
ny Goeke concert in October. 
 

TREASURER 
2014/2015 Budget presented by  
Donna.  WE agreed to keep dinners 
 at $12.00  Treasurers Report to be 
 Included with Newsletter. 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
Bring new members to Sept/Oct 
meetings.  Renee Nolting has 
joined.  Jane Viske asked if we 
want to be on the cover of Seasons 
to help membership. 
 
PROGRAMS 
Next meeting will be at Linda 
Mickelsons on Green Lake. Dinner 
will be brought out and a small 
meeting will be held. 
 
MENTORING 
August 23rd they will be going to 
Chanhassen Dinner Theatre to see 
the Little Mermaid. It was greed to 
spend $150 on school shopping for 
each girl. 

 

by Lana Palmer. 
 
MENTORING 
In August the girls are going to 
the Chanhassen Dinner Theater 
to see a play and buy school 
supplies.  
 
Raffle item was provided by Jeni 
Ritz 
 
Next meeting is 5 pm The Oaks.  
Installation of officers will be 
held.  
 
Meeting Adjourned at 7:45 
 
 

The MBW Member meeting was 
called to Order at 6pm by  Julie 
Asmus.  
 
BUSINESS ITEMS 
Moved installation of officers to 
 September meeting. 
Vickie Melbe agreed to be our 
new secretary. 
Discussion and vote was passed 
 to change the name from Minne- 
sota Business Women to Busi- 
ness Professional Women. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
TREASURER 
Julie presented the treasurer re 
port. 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
One guest and Lana Palmer are 
interested in joining.  Jane to 
follow up. 
 
PROGRAMS 
Picnic and Jewelry presentation 

Board Minutes 
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Meeting Minutes 

BPW Member 

Meeting—August 19, 

2014 

BPW Executive Board 

Meeting—August 12, 

2014 Fundraisers 
Lana Palmer will be present-
ing Premier Design Jewelry 
at the picnic as our fundrais-
er. 
 
Newsletter 
Items are due to Betty 
Gubrud by Sept 1. 
 
Next Exec Meeting: 
Tuesday, Sept 9, 5:15 Dunn 
Brothers Coffee  
 
 

We made $350.00 

from the jewelry 

party and have a 

bunch of pieces of 

jewelry to use for 

the auction or 

whatever we decide 

to do with.   Lana 

was very generous 

as she donated a 

lot of her profit to 

MBW.    We will 

have to send her a 

thank you. 



 

ful and the girls had a very fun 

�me.  I would say introducing 

them to the theater was a huge 

success.   

 

Each mentor also took their girl 

back-to-school shopping.  Each 

girl had $150 to be able to get 

school supplies, shoes, and some 

clothes to look sharp for the first 

day of school.  I'm always amazed 

The mentoring girls went to the 

Chanhassen Dinner Theater in Au-

gust to see "The Li+le Mer-

maid".  We couldn't have asked for 

be+er seats.  We were on the end 

table and the actors came out in to 

the audience numerous �mes, 

right behind the girls.  They were 

crouched on the end cap right next 

to them several �mes.  The ac�ng 

was great, the music was wonder-

at how thri/y they are with 

the li+le money they 

have.  They shop the bar-

gains to get the best deal 

they can.  I wish we could 

video tape our shopping 

experiences so you could 

see how excited they are to 

get fun, new things for 

school.  We truly make a 

difference in these girls 

lives.  

 
 

Mentoring by Julie Asmus 
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Fun Fall things to do in Minnesota:  
 
Minnesota Renaissance Festival: Aug 16- September 28, 
Shakopee 
 
Celebrate Art, Celebrate Coffee: September 20, Willmar 
 
CSI-The Experience through September 30, MOA Exhibit Center 

Willmar Federation of Professional Women Officers 

President:  Open 

Programs: Jeni Ritz, Betty Gubrud 

Treasurer: Julie Asmus 

Secretary: Julie Melbe 

Membership: Jane Vikse 

Mentoring: Julie Asmus 

Fund Raising: Deb Paterson, Chris Carlson 

Newsletter: Betty Gubrud 


